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Growing Confidence in Forestry’s Future 
Research Programme
• Takes a systems approach to:

– Maximise the benefits from the existing forest resource
– Build a more productive forest resource for the future
– Ensure that future intensification is sustainable and does 

not jeopardise industry’s licence to operate 

• Goal is to build more productive, resource-efficient forests that 
provide the raw material base for added-value processing

• Achieved through shifting forest management to a “precision 
forestry” basis by integrating latest advances in:
– Sensor technology
– Tree physiology
– Genetics
– Forest ecology

• Engaging with innovation clusters
• Partner with Iwi to unlock the potential of their forest resources



How the GCFF is reducing Risk

• Today we will focus on risks and how different aspects of 
the GCFF will help us address some of these risks.

• We will also hear experiences from other parts of the 
world and what are the big drivers for determining risks 
and level of importance



What don’t I know about the wood I have grown?



What if I could grow more wood?

18% or 317,000 ha below its
potential



Can I apply less fertiliser with more bang for my 
buck?



Can I build 
better, more 
resilient 
forests?



Other concerns to be discussed today

• Sustainable intensification – how far can we go?
• Is there a problem and can  I do any thing about soil 

slipping and other current issues in Steeplands?
• Can our soils keep pace with demands of successive 

harvests?
• What difference does water make to my forest? Do I 

need more?
• How important is the industry license to operate?
• Is my forest potentially worth more. If so how much?
• What does climate change me for my forest?



http://research.nzfoa.org.nz/
www.scionresearch.com/gcff
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